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Part III DETAILED ACTION 

Part III EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT / REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Drawings 

1. This application has been filed with informal drawings 

acceptable for examination purposes only, which drawings have 
been judged acceptable on their technical merit by the Examiner, 
but not found to meet acceptable quality standards by the US PTO 
draftspersqn in a Patent Drawing Review done 05/20/1999. A new 

set of Formal drawings will be required now that the application 
is allowed. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed September 07, 2000 have been 
fully considered and they were deemed to be quite persuasive in 
regards to claim 1 per the issue of whether the Fitzgerald, J. et 
al., Smith, N. et al., Williams, J. et al. and Husar, D. 
references can be considered to fairly teach provision of a 
viscoeleastic analyzer transducer having a mechanical probe 
member immersed in a fluid or gel [the probe member being driven 
to impart a desired oscillatory motion], where stop means for 
restricting the probe motion during both periods of operation and 
inoperation [of viscoelastic analyzer] in the direction of the 
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desired motion, and for restricting probe motion in any direction 
except the direction of the desired oscillating motion [thus 
protecting the probe member from damage due to excessive 
displacement] . 

3. An Examiner's Amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 C.F.R. § 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted 
no later than the payment of the Issue Fee. 

4. An Examiner ! s amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this Examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Attorney William E. Hein on September 
29, 2000. 

5. The application has been amended as follows: 
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Art Unit: 2856 

On Page 03, claim 07, line 02 of Amendment B dated 09/07/2000; 
after the word "member" has been inserted the following phrase: 

having an oscillation axis 

On Page 03, claim 07, line 02 of Amendment B dated 09/07/2000; 
before the word "fluid" has been inserted the following phrase: 

viscoelastic 

On Page 03, claim 07, line 05 of Amendment B dated 09/07/2000; 
before the words "stop means" has been inserted the following 

phrase: mechanical 

On Page 03, claim 07, line 05 of Amendment B dated 09/07/2000; 
after the words "stop means for" has been inserted the following 

phrase: preventing damage to and 

On Page 03, claim 07, line 07 of Amendment B dated 09/07/2000; 
after the word "motion" has been inserted the following phrase: 

, while also limiting the range of said desired motion along 

the axis of said probe member 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-4 and 7-12 are allowable over the prior art of 
record. 

7. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance: The prior art fails to disclose a system or apparatus 
for measuring viscoelastic characteristics of a viscoelastic 
fluid or gel; where such viscoelastic analyzer comprises a 
transducer with mechanical probe member immersed in a fluid or 
gel [the probe member having an oscillation axis while being 
driven to impart a desired oscillatory motion] , where stop means 
for limiting the probe member deflection during both periods of 
operation az\d inoperation [of same viscoelastic analyzer] in the 
direction of the desired oscillating motion, while also 
restricting the range of desired motion along the axis of such 
probe member [thus protecting the probe' member from damage due to 
excessive displacement] . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 

communications from the Examiner should be directed to J. David 
Wiggins whose telephone number is (703) 305-4884. The Examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9AM to 7PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the Examiner's Supervisor, Hezron E . Williams, can be reached on 
(703) 305-4705. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703) 308-7382. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4900. 
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